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SERMON.

ISAIAH LVII. 1. 2.

The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are

taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to

come. He shall enter into peace : they shall rest in their beds, each one

walking in his uprightness.

-I- HE saints, under the Old Testament dispensation, had

respect to the recompense of reward. They confessed, that

they were strangers and pilgrims on earth, that they sought a

better country, that is, an heavenly. Although a future state

of happiness for the righteous, and of misery for the wicked,

was then but obscurely revealed, yet they lived and acted under

the full belief of this important doctrine. The translation of

Enoch and Elijah, together with the various declarations of

the Prophets, laid a foundation for their faith, which was
" the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of

things not seen." The declaration of the Apostle, that

" Christ hath brought life and immortality to light, through

the gospel," seems, indeed, to imply that immortal life beyond

the grave, was not made known before the coming of Christ.

But by the gospel, in this passage, we are undoubtedly to

understand that grand scheme of grace which was ordained

by God, in the hands of a Mediator, and obscurely revealed

to our first parents, immediately after the fall. This scheme,

of which the doctrine of immortal life forms an essential part,

was more and more clearly divulged, until Christ, in whom
all the promises centered, appeared in the world. To the

Israelites was the gospel preached. Its main sanctions, there-

fore, which are drawn from the doctrine of a future state of

retribution, were known to them. In the text, the future



blessedness of the righteous is not only implied, but clearly

expressed. The law and the prophets do most clearly testify,

that our future condition will be either happy or miserable

forever, according to the characters which we sustain at death.

May the spirit of grace impress the affecting solemnities

of this occasion upon our hearts, and convince us deeply of

the realities of eternity, and that each one of us must give

account of himself unto God, while we contemplate the dec-

laration of the prophet :
" the righteous perisheth, and no man

layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are taken away, none

considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to

come. He shall enter into peace ; they shall rest in their beds,

each one walking in his uprightness."

The righteous, and the merciful man, describe the same

character. He that is truly merciful, is also righteous ; and

he that is righteous, cannot be unmerciful. Hence, the prom-

ise of eternal life is made to either. '* The righteous shall

inherit glory. Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain

mercy." The term perisheth, as applied to the righteous,

means being taken away from the world, and not eternal mis-

evy, as it is frequently to be understood, when used in relation,

lo the wicked. This is too obvious to need illustration.

I. I shall make some remarks relative to the character

mentioned.

n. Illustrate the particulars affirmed of this character.

III. Consider the stupidity of many, in view of the death

of those who sustain this character, and the reasons why wc

should lay it to heart.

I. I make some remarks relative to the character mentioned

in the text. The righteous and the merciful, describe the

character, and designate the same class of persons. They

are distinguished by various names, as saints, the children of

God, believers, christians, disciples of Christ, &ic. ; all of

which mark their peculiar moral state. They are renewed

by the Holy Spirit, delivered from the dominion of sin, rec-

onciled to God through the death of Christ, interested in the



covenant of grace, and heirs of the promised inheritance.

They have exercised genuine repentance, and beheved in

Christ with the heart, unto righteousness. They love God

supremely, and submit unfeignedly to his will They receive

and obey the scriptures of truth, and hve in all godliness and

honesty, fulfilling their duty, and abounding in every good

work. They are temperate in all things, upright and benev-

olent in their intercourse with the world, delight in doing

good, in prayer, and in observing the ordinances of Christ.

This, in short, is the character mentioned.

L I remark, it is a character totally different in its moral

features, from that which every individual sustains by nature.

Every one is " altogether born in sin," and if not renewed

by grace, grows up in sin. As to spiritual life, he is dead.

A slave to the passions, lusts, and desires of the carnal mind

:

he is " alienated from the life of God, and an enemy to him by

wicked works. Every imagination of the thoughts of his

heart is only evil, continually." Nothing but the grace of

God, can give him spiritual life, and furnish him with the

character of the righteous and the merciful. This grace,

which is given through Jesus Christ, according to his eternal

purpose, is the only source of hope for depraved men. As it

has been, and is still manifested, in all its saving energy, in

behalf of many, the character of the righteous is attainable,

and has been attained by thousands. Nothing prevents the

salvation of sinners, nothing stands in the way of their be-

coming individually the friends of God, the excellent of the

earth, except hardness of heart and stubbornness of will.

" Ye will not come unto me that ye may have life."

2. I remark that the character in question, is essential to

eternal life. " Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." Eter-

nal life will be given, when God shall judge the secrets of

men, to those only, who " by patient continuance in well do-

ing, seek for glory, honor, and immortality." A superficial

acquaintance with the word of God, will convince any one,



not hopelessly obstinate, that the righteous only, are " heirs

of God, and joint heirs whith Christ." Determine that it

will, at any rate, be well with you in the end ; that you will,

therefore, neither love nor serve God ; that you do not in

this life, need that holiness of heart and life, which is the

fruit of divine operation upon the heart, and you, in fact, de-

termine that eternal misery shall be your portion.

3. I remark, the character which we are contemplating,

must be attained in this life. Death closes our state of pro-

bation, and puts a final period to all opportunity for repen-

tance. This is evident from the promises and threatenings

of the gospel ; from its invitations and commands ; from its

account of " the day ofjudgment and perdition of ungodly

men," and from many express declarations. These all have

special reference to the characters which men form in this

life, and declare, as the final result, the eternal and unalterable

state of every one, in this respect, beyond the grave. That

any should think or believe otherwise, can be accounted for

only on the ground of depravity, which is fruitful in delusions

and false hopes. " Now is the accepted time, now is the day

of salvation." In life you have opportunity to secure that

moral character which will distinguish you as christians indeed,

and followers of the Lamb. If this time be neglected, or

spent in disobedience to God, death will terminate your car-

eer in misery and anguish unavailing and endless. Who will

then deliver you from that impenitence and opposition to God

which all the glories of heaven offered you by Christ, and all

the aid which infinite mercy can give, do not now affect nor

remove. " He shall have judgment without mercy, that hath

showed no mercy ; and the unrighteous shall not inherit the

kingdom of heaven."

4. I observe again, the promises of the gospel belong to

those only who possess the character of the righteous. Search

the book of God. You will there find that the promises

which ensure both grace and glory, are limited and confined

to such as have complied with the terms of salvation, and



become the subjects of sanctifying giace. " To the wicked

God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or

that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth ? Seeing

thou hatest instruction, and easiest my words behind thee."

The offers of hohness and eternal life, which are freely made

by the gospel, can give no ground of comfort to those who

continue in sin. While its promises secure to the righteous

the eternal riches of redeeming mercy, the unbeUever is con-

demned to the pains of eternal death. " He that believeth

not is condemned already." The professor of religion, who

appropriates to himself the promises of grace beyond the evi-

dence which he has that he is born of God, and become the

temple of the Holy Ghost, is guilty of presumption. And,

indeed, no evidence of doubtful character should satisfy his

mind in a matter of such vast importance. " God is not

mocked." The hypocrite is, beyond other sinners, hateful

in the divine sight. Beware of that hope which rests in the

divine promise, while it exhibits no decisive marks of " a

clean heart and a right spirit." Examine the foundation on

which you stand. Search with a painful diligence after that

holy character, without which heaven is lost. The present

affecting scene must impress, deeply, the solemn conviction,

that death will soon " dissolve the earthly house of this tab-

ernacle :" to have, then, no building of God, to be found

destitute of a title to the promised inheritance of immortal

glory, will be dreadful beyond conception. " He," indeed,

" is faithful who has promised. He cannot deny himself."

But, the witnessing of the spirit that you are the children of

God, and the holy fruits of his operation in your life, must

evince your interest in the promises. Then may you re-

joice in hope of that glory, which shall be revealed in the

saints.

II. I proceed to illustrate the particulars affirmed in the text,

concerning the character on which remarks have been made.

1. " The righteous perisheth ; and merciful men are taken

away." There is no discharge in the war of death. As
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" wickedness will not deliver those who are given to it," so

neitlier will righteousness save any from the corruption of the

grave. Even the friends of God, whom he loves with an

everlasting love, must die. " No man," whether righteous or

wicked, " hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit."

The holiest of men must encounter and fall before the king of

terrors. This last enemy will triumph over the believer and

the unbeliever. Jesus, himself, submitted to his dominion for

a time. Though we have the clearest evidence that we sus-

tain the character of the righteous, yet we must yield to death.

Let us remember the apostolic direction : " brethren the time

is short ; it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as

though they had none ; and they that weep as though they

wept not ; and they that rejoice as though they rejoiced not

;

and they that buy as though they possessed not ; and they

that use this world as not abusing it : for the fashion of this

world passeth away." But while " the wicked is driven away

in his wickedness, the righteous hath hope in his death. Pre-

cious, in the sight of the Lord, is the death of his saints."

2. " They rest in their beds." The grave is their bed.

Here they " sleep in Jesus," and " rest from their labours."

Here " the wicked cease from troubling, and here the weary

are at rest." With respect to them, death is called a sleep,

and the grave a bed, with reference to the resurrection. In

this bed the Lord Jesus slept. But he awoke and arose in

triumph, giving the pledge and assurance of the final restora-

tion of all his people from the grave. Although the righteous

die and mingle with the dust, yet shall they live again. When

Christ shall appear in the clouds of heaven, " all, that are in

their graves, shall hear his voice and come forth ; they that

have done good, to the resurrection of life, and they that have

done evil, to the resurrection of damnation." Shall the

righteous, then, tremble at death .'' It is a sleep, and the grave

a bed. They shall be awaked out of their sleep ; they shall

arise from their bed, and ascend to meet the Lord in the air.

We lay our ])ioiis friends in the dust, with the assured hope
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that their bodies will be reanimated and dwell for ever with

the Lord."

3. The righteous are " taken away from the evil to come,"

that is, from all future evil. They are removed beyond the

reach of temporal evils. In this world, afflictions abide them.

This is not their rest : they are engaged in a warfare with

spiritual enemies, who are both subtle and powerful, which

demands continual watchings and active exertions. Besides

their conflicts with the sore temptations which arise from this

source, they are often called to endure " a great fight of afflic-

tion," by reason of personal, family and public calamities and

distresses. They are subjected themselves to wasting disease,

and to the pains of a dying body. Their families are visited

with sickness and death, which fill them with sorrow, and

overwhelm them with anxiety and care. Often, too, do more

public evils threaten every thing which they hold dear, so that

they look upon the righteous dealings of God with trembling

and fearful apprehensions. Not unfrequently, also, do the per-

secutions of the wicked, or of treacherous friends, pierce them

to .the heart, and drink up their spirits. From all these evils

they are freed, when called to sleep in the grave. Of them

may we say, in truth, " better are the dead, that are already

dead, than the living, that are yet alive." They are taken

away, not only from temporal, but from future and eternal

evils. When death closes their eyes on the world, their sor-

rows are ended forever. Those tremendous evils, which shall

press upon the wicked eternally, and torment them unceas-

ingly, shall not come nigh the righteous. Their tears and

sighings have ceased, and death has no more power to hurt

them.

4. They " enter into peace ;" their warfare is accomplish-

ed ; they have gotten the victory through the blood of the

Lamb. No more shall the enemy exact upon them ; no more

the son of wickedness afflict them.

" Their inward foes shall all he slain,

" Xor Satan break (heir peace ag-ain."
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How much is the secure haven desired by the tempest-tos-

sed mariner ! How pleasing are rest and peace to the war-

worn soldier ! Infinitely more desirable is the rest in heaven

;

and inconceivably more delightful the peace and endless joy

to which the righteous are going through this vale of tears,

and on which they enter at death. " The Lord will then speak

peace to his people and to his saints," which shall be uninter-

rupted and eternal. They immediately join the " general

assembly and church of the first born," who are filled " with

the peace of God, that passeth all understanding." " They

enter into peace, each one walking in his uprightness."

5. They are freed from all moral impurity, and made per-

fect in holiness. This is expressed in the phrase, " each one

walking in his uprightness." They appear amidst the glories

of heaven, as the purified trophies of redeeming grace. Sin,

their " worst enemy before," which caused them much distress

and many an anxious thought, often filling them with darkness

and distracting fears, is now utterly rooted out of their souls,

and shall never again mar their sacred joy, nor hide the light

of God's countenance, nor unfit them for his holy service.

They are washed in the blood of the Lamb, and clothed with

white robes, which are the righteousness of saints. They are

like Christ, " for they see him as he is, and behold the glory

which the Father hath given him." Their blessedness arises,

principally, from their holiness, and from the clear vision and

full enjoyment of God. " Let me die the death of the right-

eous, and let my last end be like his." Glorious things are

spoken of thee, thou humble, obedient, and zealous follower

of Jesus. Thou art a citizen of no mean city, an heir of no

mean inheritance. The gates of the heavenly Jerusalem are

expanded ; and the redeemed from the earth, are constantly

passing through to mansions of glory. " These kings and

priests unto God, shall reign with Christ forever and ever." But

those only, who are prepared for this blissful state, shall ever

enter the gates of this holy and glorious city of our God.

" Without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and



swearers, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie ; and they

shall have their part in the lake, which burneth with fire and

brimstone."

III. I consider the stupidity of men, in view of the death

of the righteous, and the reasons why we should lay it to heart.

The prophet says, " no man layeth it to heart ; none consid-

ering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.

The stupidity ofmen, with respect to death, has been remarked

and lamented, not only by the pious soul, but by the spirit of

truth. " O," says he, " that they were wise, that they under-

stood this, that they would consider their latter end." The
death of others will sometimes, indeed, occasion a momentary

excitement of feeling. But the event is no sooner past, than all

impression respecting its momentous consequences, is quickly

effaced by those worldly objects, which enchain the affections

and crowd upon the mind. No dispensation of providence

is so directly calculated as this, to awaken thoughtless mortals,

and fill them with anxious concern for their souls ; and yet

few, by such warnings, are made either wiser or better. Indeed,

the examples and reproofs of the righteous, not unfrequently,

so offend the wicked, that they feel a degree of malignant joy

at their death.

But we have peculiar reason to lay to heart the death of

those who love and obey God. When the wicked are driven

away, though it is to themselves a most deplorable event, yet

with respect to society, it may often afford no cause for lam-

entation : but when the righteous are removed by death, the

world sustains a loss. Says Christ to them ;
" ye are the salt

of the earth
;
ye are the light of the world ', all things are for

your sakes." Had there been found in Sodom ten righteous

men, the cities of the plain might have remained to this dav.

Were it not for the children of God, the wicked would be

destroyed by his judgments out of the earth. But the Lord

still has a seed to serve him, a holy nation, a peculiar people,

whose prayers avert the judgments, and draw down the bles-

sings of heaven, whose works of faith and labors of love tend
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to diffuse happiness among men, and to uphold and bless their

social state. Were it not for them, we should " become as

Sodom, and be made like unto Gomorrah." The tares are

permitted to grow, for the sake of the wheat. Indeed, in a

world where iniquity abounds, and the wicked walk on every

side, it must be viewed as a calamity ofno ordinary kind, when

those are removed who plead the cause of righteousness, and

have favor with God, to obtain the blessings of his providence

and grace. In such a case, we have reason to cry with the

Psalmist ;
" help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, for the

faithful fail from among the children of men." To them^

indeed, death is gain. It puts a final period to all their sor-

rows. But sinners have reason to regard it as a token of the

divine displeasure, with respect to themselves, and to fear that

God is about to visit them with his sore judgments. The

death of the righteous, ought, therefore, to be regarded, as a

most solemn warning, as a general calamity, as a token of

wrath upon sinners, as a great affliction to their immediate

connexions, as an event which we should lay to heart, so as

to repent of our sins, and prepare to meet God.

1. I observe, in improving the subject, that it affords no

consolation to the wicked. They have no traits of that char-

acter, by which the righteous are distinguished ; and, there-

fore, have no title to the promised blessings of grace and glory.

They lie under condemnation ; and except they repent and

believe in Christ, must inevitably endure everlasting punish-

ment. They are not to expect impunity, because God has

given exceeding great and precious promises to his people.

If they turn not from their sins, he will surely bring upon them

the full amount of his awful threatenings. When he shall

disclose hidden things of, darkness, and make manifest the

counsels of the heart, who then will be able to stand ?

2. Believers, who have clear evidence that they are born

of God, may appropriate to themselves the promised bless-

ings, which we have been contemplating. Let them not then

be weary in well doing, for " in due season they shall reap,
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if they faint not." The Lord will not be unmindful of their

work of faith, and labor of love. He will fulfil his word, on

which he has caused them to hope. Let them give all dili-

gence to make their calling and election sure. My brethren,

are you the true disciples of Christ ^ Behold the scene before

you, and be excited to greater engagedness in your christian

course. You have been warned, that " the time is shorf,"

and that " there remaineth yet very much land to be posses-

sed." Should you stand idle, when you are in the way to a

crown of glory ? Death is summomng one and another to

appear before God ; and can you remain unconcerned, and

not lay it to heart ^ But,

3. Let us consider the subject, in its application to the

solemn occasion on which we have assembled. Here we

witness the death of one of our fellow mortals, an excellent

woman, whose remains we are soon to commit to the dust.

Mrs. CoLTON held an important station, in relation to this

society, and stood high in your affections and esteem. But

it has pleased a holy God to remove her from the sphere of

usefulness in which she moved. She was well fitted for the

place which she occupied, and performed the duties of it with

singular propriety. Blessed with an affectionate disposition,

conciliating manners, a correct judgment and a good educa-

tion, she secured the esteem and respect of all with whom
she had intercourse. With a certain openness and frankness

of manner, she united, in no small degree, the virtue of pru-

dence, so pecuharly requisite for one in her station. In her

intercourse with others, she manifested decision of character,

while she gained their confidence, and left an impression

favorable to the goodness of her heart. In her family, she

was an example of industry, of domestic economy, and chris-

tian hospitality. In her lips, was the law of kindness and

sincerity. As a wife, she was truly a help-meet ; as a neigh-

bor, she could feel for other's woes, and was not wanting in

the duties of sympathy and kindness ; as a mother and friend,

she will be greatly missed and lamented.

r^\
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But her qualities, both natural and acquired, were, we

believe, sanctified by divine grace. She was blessed with

the instructions of piety and christian example, 'from early

youth ; and at that period, was the subject of religious im-

pressions. Not long previous to her union in marriage with

the Rev. Mr. Colton, she indulged hope that she had ex-

perienced renewing grace, and made profession of her faith,

in the church at Longmeadow, of which her parents were

members. From this period, the pleasures and amusements

of the world no more engrossed her affections. She felt

herself to be devoted to God. Her religion appeared in her

love for the word and worship of God; and in the regard

she paid to the christian and relative duties. It was mani-

fest, too, in the deep concern she felt for the interests of

Christ's kingdom. In seasons of religious stupidity, when

iniquity seemed to prevail among the people, we have heard

her lament this state of things, with tears of sorrow. She

could adopt the language of the Psalmist ; " mine eyes run

down with tears, because men keep not thy law." She cared

for your Zion, and earnestly desired its purity and prosperity.

The importance of her husband's duties and station, as a

minister of Christ, she seemed deeply to feel ; and to pro-

mote his usefulness, appeared to be the desire of her heart.

When God was pleased to bless his labors, and revive reli-

gion among his people, she partook of the refreshing, and

expressed her holy joy in grateful praise. She was ready

to every good work. Cheerfully, and with apparent delight,

she assisted, as she was able, in charitable exertions and con-

tributions to promote the cause of Christ. In these labors

of love she took a deep interest. While attentive to the vari-

ous duties of her station, she expressed a deep sense of her

unworthiness before God, and that her hope rested alone on

the atonement and merits of Christ. She spoke of her reli-

gious experience, with deep humility, and with that sense of

remaining corruption, which showed that she had respect to

the divine caution ;
" take heed that ye be not deceived,'"
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While she lamented her imperfection anil want of conformity

to the law of God, she appeared to be successfully contend-

ing with her spiritual enemies. To the grace of God, she

looked for strength, and expected to prevail, through him

only, who died for us and rose again. The christian temper

was also manifest in her, under the disappointments and evils

of life. She cheerfully yielded to those inconveniences,

which the want of that greater abundance to which she had

heen accustomed, made necessary. Her religion led her,

peacefully, to conform herself to those circumstances, which

a holy providence appointed. She exemplified, too, that

patience, which belongs to the christian character, in those

seasons of great bodily distress, through which she was some-

times required to pass. The truth of God's declaration,

" unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow

and thy conception ; in sorrow shall thou bring forth chil-

dren," she was called to experience, more sensibly, than most

of her sex. She seemed to have a presentiment, that she

should not survive her confinement ; and appeared to be

putting her house in order, and preparing for her change. So

distressing were her last hours, that she was unable to say

much ; and so short the time, for this purpose, after she was

taken ill, that little opportunity presented, had she been able

to improve it. But with the powers of her mind unimpaired,

and with the certain conviction of approaching dissolution,

she manifested, in her last moments, that calmness and acqui-

escence in the will of God, which evinced the power of reli-

gion, and the support of that hope, " which is as an anchor

to the soul, both sure and stedfast." She has, however, left

better evidence that she was prepared to die, than what could

be exhibited by any, in the short period of a most agonizing

sickness. We believe that she rests from her labors, and is

gone to dwell forever, where Christ is, " to behold the glory,

which the Father hath given him." Her warfare is accom-

plished ; her trials are over. In the hands of God, whom she

endeavored to serve, we desire ciieerfully to leave her. It
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is ours to mourn, and to improve the affliction for our own

good. She has passed the vail. We are following after, and

shall soon be beyond these scenes of mortality. The reali-

ties of eternity will quickly burst upon our view. Let this

awakening providence be the means of exciting us to greater

exertions, that we may be found complete, in Christ Jesus,

and heirs of the promises, which we trust she now inherits.

Our subject speaks consolation to the mourners.

My dear brother ; it is with no ordinary feelings of sympa-

thy that I address you, on this affecting occasion. I well

know the heart of one, in your circumstances, having drank of

the same cup of sorrow ; and I was not unacquainted with

your beloved wife, whom God hath now taken to himself.

But let me direct you to those topics, from which you should

derive consolation.

You do not mourn as those which have no hope. For as

you believe, " that Jesus died and rose again, so," you are

assured, that " those who sleep in Jesus, will God bring with

him." You have reason to believe, that your dear compan-

ion sleeps in Jesus. He will take care of her dust, and take

care of her soul ; and in the end, will unite both of them, in

the glories of his kingdom. You have seen, that the right-

eous " rest in their beds ; each one walking in his upright-

ness." Here, then, is a source of consolation, which is full

and flowing. From partaking in the refreshing stream, you

can discern nothing in her state to hinder.

Consider, too, the promises of God, and believe and apply

them. Hath he said, " when thou passeth through the riv-

ers, I will be with thee, and through the waters, they shall

not overflow thee. Call upon me, in "the day of trouble, and

I will answer thee, and thou shait glorify me ;" and will he

not be faithful to his word ? He will never leave nor forsake

those, who trust in him. May you not, then, hope that he

will carry you salely through this trial ?

Reflect, too, on the design which he has, in causing you to

th'ink of the bitter cup of affliction. " Whom tlie Lord lov-
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etli he chasteneth. He chasteneth us for our profit." Look

upon this severe rebuke, therefore, as the fruit of love, as the

correction of a kind Father, who wishes to promote your best

interests. Is it not intended, to make you more useful, to

qualify you to enter more intimately into the feelings of the

afflicted, and to administer to them, more appropriately, the

consolations of God.

Recollect, also, that your dear companion is taken away from

the evil to come ; and that the Lord had the best right to her.

He has taken her to himself, where is fulness of joy forever-

more. You have none, indeed, now, who will divide your

cares, and share your sorrows and your joys ; and you will

miss her at every step. Wherever you go, you will still feel

alone. Others cannot supply the want of her presence. But

the Lord is every where. He can cheer your lonely hours,

and enable' you to go on your way, contentedly, without her.

But remember he has done it, and in his own time and way.

This, my brother, is the proper ground of submission. Should

you not acquiesce in the orderings of infinite wisdom and

goodness ? May the grace of Christ enable you, cheerfully.

to say, " not my will, but thine be done." May he sanctify

to you this stroke of his rod, and bless the little child, whom
he has left for your comfort. May you be an example to others,

of christian patience and submission, to the glory of his grace.

With the parents of the deceased, and the other surviving

relatives, we do most cordially sympathize. This trial, to you,

must be peculiarly severe. She was a beloved and an affec-

tionate daughter and sister. Let the considerations which we

have suggested, have their due weight upon your minds, and

lead you to God, for consolation. May his grace support you,

and prepare you to follow her into eternity. This breach

which he has made in your family circle, he can more than

repair, by his gracious presence. These things may seem to

be against you, but remember that God is on the throne.

Though you know not now, you shall know hereafter, why he

has been pleased to afiiict ycu, at this time and in this manner.
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Let all the friends and acquaintances of the deceased be

admonished by this event, to awake to righteousness, and

prepare to meet their God.

My brethren and sisters of this church, your pastor is in

affliction. Do you not feel for him f I know that you do.

Remember him in your prayers. Comfort his heart by your

kindnesses. The testimonies of your affection and friendship,

will very greatly alleviate his sorrows. This warning is de-

signed also for you. Receive it as from God, and improve

it to his glory and for your own good. Death may as suddenly

enter your families, and dissolve the tenderest ties. Are you

prepared for affliction and for eternity ?

Let every individual of this large arid respected audience

realize that eternity and judgment is before him ; and that it

is by no means a slight matter to die and appear in the pres-

ence of Almighty God. Are you ready to have the thread of

life broken ? Were this event now to take place, what would

be your condition ? You have been warned repeatedly, that it

may be broken in a moment. Be not amused with vanities,

which cannot profit you in the last conflict. Live not in sin,

which has nothing to present but an eternity of hopeless sor-

row and anguish. When death approaches, you will desire

to possess the hope of the righteous. See, then, that you

have an interest in Christ, that you have the testimony of a

godly life, to your election of God : then may you go with-

out trembling to the tribunal of Christ.

Is it not high time for all to awake out of sleep, when God

is making his inroads upon us. As we approach, my breth-

ren, nearer to the grave, we should become more holy, more

prayerful, and more heavenly minded. We may, for a time,

be delivered from one danger after another, but the last mo-

ment will come. O ! see that it does not come unexpectedly,

and while you are unprepared. At midnight the cry may be

given, " behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet

him. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the

hour, wherein the Son of Man cometh."



APPENDIX.

The following hiographical sketch ofMrs. Lucretia ColtoNj
is added to the foregoing discourse, by anearfriend ; as per'-

haps some of her acquaintance may wish for a more particular

account of her, than can be collectedfrom thefuneral sermon.

Mrs. Lucretia Colton, was the eldest of two daughters

of Capt. Gideon Colton, of Longmeadow. She was born

December 29, A. D. 1787. The period of childhood was
spent under the immediate inspection ofher parents, and being

for several years their only child, she was the object of careful

attention. After having acquired the rudiments of learning at

the public schools in her native town, she was sent abroad,

and spent several seasons in that excellent school at Hartford,

under the superintendance of Mr. G. J. Patten, and in the

female department under his sisters. After having completed
the term assigned for her residence with them, she returned

to Longmeadow, and was occupied in the domestic concern^

of her father's house. At this time she was accustomed to

spend her leisure hours in reading, and the books selected

were such as were calculated both to enlighten the understand-

ing, and amend the heart. In the year 1810, she became the

subject of serious impressions, and in the autumn of that year,

indulging the hope that she had passed from death unto life,

she with her sister, then young, united whh the church, under
the care of that faithful servant of the Lord, Rev. Richard S,

Storrs.
Her letters to her friends written at this time, together with

other writings, shew that she had a deep sense both of the

worth of religion, and of the greatness of her obligation in

devoting herself to God. Conscious of herown unworthiness,

and putting her trust entirely in the merits of a crucified

Redeemer, she appeared to resolve that the future part of her

life should correspond with the profession she had made. She
felt herself devoted from that time to God, and renouncing the

vanities of the world, she endeavored to live as becometh the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

In the autumn of. 1812, she was married, and went to reside

in Palmer, the place where she died. Occupying in this place

as the wife of a minister, a conspicuous station, she was sensible

that many important duties devolved upon her, and was not a

little concerned lest she should not be able to do all that might

4
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reasonably be expected from her. Not possessing a very vig-

orous constitution, she viras unable to endure much fatigue, and
having been accustomed to a greater abundance than the

scanty salary of a minister vsrill commonly allow, she felt that

to become a useful companion, she must make many sacrifices

conforming herself therein to the circumstances in which
Providence had placed her. To promote the usefulness and
comfort of her husband, as well as to aid in building Zion,

were the objects of her study and delight. And it may be
said that with more than an ordinary cheerfulness, she indured
the trials, and submitted to the privations incident to her state.

And it is believed, that few women occupying the station she

did, have had more friends and were more generally beloved

than she was, by those with whom she was concerned. Easy
in her manners, mild and affectionate in her disposition, and
pleasant in conversation, she endeared herself to all her ac-

quaintance. Being of a modest, retiring make, she was more
ready to give to others the foremost place, than to assume it

to herself. Thus she secured the esteem and gained the

confidence of her friends. Her attachments were ardent and

sincere. Few loved their friends more than she did, and few

find greater enjoyment in their society.

In her religion she was uniform, sincere, and unaffected.

It was not a glare of light that dazzles and then leaves a great-

er darkness, but a steady " light that shines more and more
unto the perfect day." Her own personal unworthiness, and

the astonishing condescension of a Saviour to a lost creature,

were subjects on which she spoke with peculiar interest. She
mourned much under a sense of indwelling sin, and whenev-
er an occasion called her to talk of her own character, it was
with the greatest diffidence, being always ready to say with

the Apostle, "^ by the grace of God, I am what I am." She
was accustomed to spend considerable time in reading the.

scriptures and in prayer, and at different times was in the

habit of noting down her thoughts in a diary, also spending

some time in corresponding with her friends. In these exer-

cises, she has left testimony to her good sense and to her

fervent piety. From her diary, as exhibiting the state of her

mind, and as affording, perhaps, a gratification to her friends,

a few extracts are made.

The following appear to have been her reflections on mak-
ing a profession of religion : What have been my motives of

action this day ? Have I with a suitable temper of mind re-

signed the society of my youthful companions ? Would not
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my time have passed more agreeably with them than in the

contemplation of infinite wisdom and goodness ? Was it not a

cross ? True, but the end is pleasant. The mind, free from
those corrodings whicli follow a scene of dissipation, shuns

not a review of the past, nor fears to look within itself. Yet,

am I not deceived ; do I, can I trust the all-wise disposer of

events ? Methinks I can answer yes, else why this calm se-

renity in place of those anxious fears which so lately disturbed

my slumbers ? O, may I implore the constant protection of
that being who has hitherto preserved my tender frame, and
can enable me to give up all for Christ.

1815. Another Sabbath is closing, and hov;r have I spent

this holy day ? In obedience to the command of my benevo-
lent preserver, or have I disregarded his warning voice ,'*

Alas ! how many vain and worldly thoughts have I indulged

while in the house of God professedly for the purpose of

worshipping him ! surely, had I ray desert, the hand of mer-
cy would be instantly withheld, and I should be consigned to

endless destruction. But the Lord is not hke one of us. He
is long-suffering, and ready to be gracious. O God of mer-
cy, inchne our hearts to wisdom ! of ourselves we can do
nothing, but in thy strength we can do all things.

February 12th, 1816. Again I experience the goodness
of God in the pleasant light of another day. The elements
are in fearful agitation ; the rain falls in torrents, but the good-
ness of God is manifest in the tempest as in the calm. While
sheltered from the inclemency of the weather, it is pleasing

to reflect on the goodness of God, in ordaining times and sea-

sons, in providing for man and beast, and in defending us

from these inclement skies. Is not this emblematical of the

love of Christ, who shelters our souls from the wrath of an
offended God ? In him, I trust, I have found rest and peace to

my soul. May I be resigned to his holy will. May all my
afflictions work together for my good, and may I be led to the

fountain of light and life, and be induced to spend my hours in

searching the word and my own heart.

February 13th. I have just read the Memoir of Miss S
S . May I live the life of the righteous, that my last end
like theirs may be happy. Daily will I apply to the throne

of grace for help, for humility and for resignation to the will

of God, under all the dispensations of his providence. This
day I have been too much engaged in my domestic concerns,

T fear to the injury of my duty to my Maker, and to the im-
portant concerns of my soul. Though under necessity to
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labor diligently for the meat that perisheth, let me not forget

that a professing christian, and more especially the wife of a

minister of Christ, should not be worldly minded, but should

seek first the kingdom of God and endeavour to minister to

the spiritual wants of all about her.

I'^th. This is Saturday evening, and I am again brought to

the confines of holy time. To-morrow the Lord's supper is

to be administered, and am I prepared ^ How ought I to

examine myself and pray for more devotedness to God, and
sincerity in coming to his table. Let me be divested of all

self-righteousness, and be humbled in the dust for my daily

omissions and sins, that I do not eat and drink damnation to

myself, and do dishonor to the cause of the Redeemer.
^Ith. For several days, I have been severely afflicted with

the head-ache, which has almost exhausted my strength, and
rendered me unfit for business, as well as the duties of religion.

Thus am I admonished of the frailty of my nature, and of the

importance of being diligent while in health, to make prepar-

ation for sickness and death. I am now alone, separated from
the friends of my childhood and youth, in a retired place,

where life is indeed solitary, and the Lord has been pleased

to take away that which might have rendered even solitude

pleasant, and served to beguile my lonely hours. But there

is a blessing, which is better than that of sons and daughters.

The Lord is here, and I think I can put my trust in him. Ten
thousand are the mercies of my life, and shall I repine because

he sees fit in mercy to deprive me of some short-lived favor ?

Let me rejoice that the Lord reigns, and that I am at his

disposal.

March 2d. It is evening, and the sound of a distant bell,

reminds busy mortals of the hour of rest. It is a solemn hour

when animated nature is asleep. It is peculiarly adapted to

contemplation, and is emblematical of the night of the grave.

Soon shall I sleep the sleep of death. It is a great thing to

die, but to be dead, to appear before God, what a dreadful

thought ! How can I think to be justified in his sight, who
charges his angels with folly. I am vile and have nothing to

plead. But Christ has died, and clothed in his spotless robe,

f, too, shall be accepted. Sometimes I rejoice in hope of a

glorious immortality, then sin and the tempter persuade me
to despair ; but the Lord will save with an everlasting salva-

tion all those vvho put their trust in his name.
Ath. This is the first Monday in the month, a day set apart

for a concert of prayer throughout the christian world, O foj'
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a spirit of prayer, that I mnj cry mightily unto Cod for he]p.

Who knows v/hat one faithful suppliant may do ? Perhaps he

may be the means of procuring a blessing for a whole society.

We are in the Lord's hands, Iwill earnestly pray to him for a

blessing on us.

10th. Mrs. , with her little son has just called on me.

While mine was taken away, her's was left. And do I envy

the possession ? No. Perhaps I am not so deserving. I am
sensible that I do not deserve such a blessing, and should it

ever be granted, I should tremble for myself. I am alone, but

there is enough to occupy my thoughts. May these hours be

employed in preparing for eternity, which is just at hand.

Fain would I devote the remnant of my days to the service of

God. In the strength of the Lord I resolve to go forward and

fear no evil. He will not forsake me even in the dark valley

of death.

11th. Another holy day has passed, and I have been per-

mitted to visit the courts of the Lord, and there unite with

his people in worshipping him. How do these seasons re-

fresh my soul, and awake her drowsy powers. How does

my heart swell with gratitude to God, when I reflect on the

blessings of the sanctuary.

^pril od. Another month is past, and I am spared. Per-

haps the Lord hath said, " Let her alone yet a little while,

peradventure she may repent. Do I examine myself daily,

and pray for forgiveness ? Alas ! the pride of my heart ! It is

the procuring cause of many doubts and fears. It flows in a

thousand different channels, and I fear it is -the secret spring

of almost all my actions. How often am I certain that my
conduct is influenced by this troublesome inhabitant of my
breast. Tremble, O my soul, for thy secret sins, for they are

many, very many, and will one day be brought to light. Let
me, therefore, be humbled in view of these things, before God.

,2od. Yesterday I visited at , where my feelings were
wounded by the unkind language of one of my own sex, and
one, who is a professed follower of Jesus. But let me not

harbor resentment ; rather let me consider the hand that in-

flicts every trial, and that sometimes makes use of my fellow

worms as the instrument.

Dec. 25th. The moon is walking in brightness, and seems
silently to call on us, who behold and rejoice in her light, to

join in the Creator's praise. And shall we refuse the tribute

of gratitude .^ Blush, O my soul, for such baseness, and no
longer crucify the Lord afresh. I am allowed to commence
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and close each day with God, and shall I think this a task?

O, for more earnest longings after holiness and conformity to

God. Who does not wish to be free from sin ? Put thy trust,

O my soul, at all times in thy covenant God, make him thy

unfailing portion.

Jan. 2d, 1817. I have lived to behold another new-year's

day ; the last Sabbath completed my 28th year. The Lord
knows whether I shall live to see the close of the present. O,
let me arise and gird up my loins and see that my lamp is

trimmed and burning, that I may be ready whenever called to

depart.

9th, Visited at , with a small party. Such visits are

not so edifying between a minister and his people as those

that are more private and less ceremonial ; then there is op-
portunity to converse more freely upon those subjects, which
a minister of the gospel ought ever to make the theme of his

conversation with the people of his charge. Methinks I long

to make religion my business, and to be enabled to introduce

it into company, where I may be the instrument, perhaps, of

of exciting others to the same, or of awakening one thought-

less soul.

These extracts will serve to disclose the tone of Mrs. Col-
ton's feelings on the important subjects of religion. It is much
to be regretted that she did not continue the practice of writing

through life ; a practice, which she discontinued from the

pressure of her domestic concerns. The state of her mind,

however, remained much the same to her dying day, as it was
during the time when these extracts were written. In the

spring of 1819, she became the mother of a child, which child

still survives her. For this child, she expressed much anxiety

that it mia'ht early become a child of God. Much did she

bear it on her memory at the throne of grace, and was careful

to endeavor to impress upon its mind at an early period, just

notions of God and divine truth. From the birth of this child

Mrs. Colton's health was improved, and she continued to

enjoy better health till near the time of that sickness that

terminated her life. The period of that confinement which
brought her to the grave, was July 14, 1821. In her sickness

at that time was strikingly exemplified the truth of that declar-

ation made by God in respect to our first parent and her female

offspring. Early on the 15th of July her case became alarm-

ing, and before the close of the day serious apprehensions

were entertained that she would not long survive. On the day

following, her case became more desperate, and toward the
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live. What were the exercises of her mind during this short

and painful sickness, cannot be ascertained with so much pre-

cision as might be desired. Such was her distress of body,

and such the suddenness of the change, that it can hardly be
supposed, she could appear with that calm serenity that has

distinguished others in a more protracted and less painful sick-

ness. She did not, however, quit the world without leaving

good evidence that she was prepared to make a happy exchange.

For a considerable time previous to her confinement, she was
much impressed with a behef that she should not live. And
under this impression, she diligently employed herself in setting

her house in order, and in making ready for death. During
the time of her distressing sickness, she was perfectly sensible

of her critical situation, and endured with exemplary patience

the trials incident to her state. Often, during the two last days

of her life, was she reminded by her friends that her case was
doubtful. Of this she appeared perfectly sensible, and as far

as she was able, was ready to converse upon things relating to

her spiritual state. When it became evident that she could not

survive her sickness, her physician was requested to tell her
distinctly what he thought of her case. This he did, giving

her to understand that there was no ground for hope. She
received the information without alarm, replying, " then you
do not think I shall live !" The answer was, " I do not." After

some further conversation, she observed, " then you do not

think 1 shall live to see the sun rise again." The answer, as

before, was, " I think not." She replied, " so have I been
thinking," with the same calmness and self-possession of mind
with which she usually attended to her ordinary business.

After a short interval, her husband sat down by her bed and
entered into conversation with her. She was asked if she

had a good hope in the near prospect of death. She said

she had, but not so bright as she wished. She w^as asked
if she had been constant in the duty of prayer. She
answered, " not as I ought to have been, but of late more than

formerly." She was asked if she had found comfort in prayer.

She said she had. Is Christ precious to you ? She answered, " he
is, and I think I can put my trust in him." She then observed.

I want to talk with you much, but I am so troubled for breath

that I cannot. She was reminded that her friends wished to

see her exhibit that fortitude and calmness so desirable in the

christian. She said she hoped she might, and that she
leit the need of divine assistance. After prayer, some of the
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family retired to rest, but were soon aroused with the infor-

mation that a considerable change had taken place. She was
now asked if she viewed herself near her end. She replied,

she thought she might be. She was at this time remarkably

calm, and talked of her state with perfect composure. She
asked the physician, who examined her pulse, if he thought

she had long to live. He replying he thought not, she said

she thought so too. Then taking her husband by the hand,

she bade him affectionately Farewell. After this she called

for the domestics in the family, and after giving them some
kind counsel bade them Farevv-ell. Her speech now began
to fail, her voice faltered in death. She simply remarked,
how dark it is, and throwing up her arms in the attitude

of prayer, she quietly breathed out her soul into the hands
of him from whom it came. It is not often, perhaps, that

a greater degree of composure in such extreme distress, has

been witnessed ; and such was the calmness exhibited in the

near prospect of death, that there could hardly be a doubt

that she was supported by divine grace. True, there is a

calmness arising from stupidity, but this was not the case with

her, nor was her's the fortitude of the determined infidel.

She knew, she felt sensible of her situation. She was con-

scious that she was soon to appear a disembodied spirit before

her Maker and Judge. And her composure arose, not from

any thing that this world affords, but from the consolations of

rehgion. She had the full possession of her reason, and to

the last moment appeared sensible of what was taking place.

Thus has God, in the midst of life and usefulness, taken

away one tenderly loved by her friends, and esteemed by all

her acquaintance. Her funeral was attended by a large con-

course of people, who manifested by their solemnity that they

took more than an ordinary interest in an event so trying to

a bereaved husband, and to afflicted friends. The Lord grant

that this event may be sanctified to a sympathizing people,

and to all the acquaintance of the deceased.






